Pregnancy-resolution decisions. What if abortions were banned?
This study addressed two related questions: (1) what sets of psychosocial characteristics distinguish women who have had an abortion from those who have not? (2) What sets of characteristics distinguish women who, given their present situations, predict they would terminate an unplanned pregnancy from those who predict they would carry such a pregnancy to term? Fifteen variables associated with pregnancy-resolution decisions were tested in multiple logistic regression analyses. Only number of children was strongly (and positively) predictive of having had an abortion. Four variables predicted expectation that an unplanned pregnancy would be terminated. These results suggest that a ban on abortions would affect virtually all women in the study cohort and that the pregnancies affected would be those that occur when the women are least able to care for a (or another) child and when they feel somewhat positive about their potential for self-improvement.